NEWSLETTER No. 273
MAIDENHEAD

SEPTEMBER 2021

(Registered Charity No. 1074907)
Chairman’s Thoughts
Hello All,
Thank you everyone who has spoken to me about our new meeting venue at Desborough
Bowling Club. The verdict was a unanimous approval from the dozen members I have
spoken to. There was approval for the location, parking, comfort and suitability of the venue.
It was fantastic to see 72 members turn up to our first main meeting since Spring 2020. The
central location also meant that many members were able to walk to the venue and it was
also good to see so many members sharing transport.
Feedback from our groups is that almost all that were non operational will start back in some
shape or form in September. The new normal has yet to become fully formed; however we
seem to be moving in the right direction. If convenors need help with a meeting venue, there
are small rooms available at the bowling club and a new reasonably priced meeting facility at
West London Aero Club (White Waltham Airfield).
Stay safe and well.
John Twydle
Maidenhead u3a Chairman

Monthly Talk for September
14 September @ 2.30pm
David Allen will speak on ‘The Weird and Wonderful World of the Law’.
He will take us on a hugely enjoyable romp through the legal world. For over 25 years,
David was a locum solicitor travelling around the country, encountering raging judges, dotty
clients and weird cases. Join David on a journey through bizarre true-life oddities, daft old
laws still in place and political correctness gone raving mad!
This talk will again be held at our new venue, the recently-built Desborough Bowling Club at
10 Green Lane, Maidenhead SL6 1XZ (Green Lane is just off Stafferton Link and Bray
Lane; there is plenty of free parking). Please aim to arrive between 2.00 & 2.15pm.
It is our expectation that the vast majority of our members, all of whom are in the higher risk
groups will have been double vaccinated.
We will also ask that as we are meeting indoors, the wearing of masks is maintained to
ensure we can offer the greatest level of mutual protection.
We also recognise that there are some, who for medical or other reasons, may not have
been vaccinated or be comfortable wearing a mask or visor, and we would ask that if you
fall into these categories, you sit at the rear of the hall.
If you have any comments before or after the meeting, or suggestions for talks, please
contact Speaker Secretary, Philip Ratcliffe on speakers@maidenheadu3a.org.uk
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A WARM WELCOME TO MEMBERS
WHO HAVE JOINED RECENTLY
Cynthia Bateson and Nicholas Simons
WELCOME BACK TO
Carolyn Bell, Roberta Maunsell, Dennis
Williams & Dawn Willis
We would love to welcome more new members to
our Association. Those considering joining the
u3a can have two taster sessions before
committing themselves - this could be a monthly
meeting or joining one of the group activities.
So we would encourage members to bring a friend
along to see what we get up to - unless you don't
want your friends to know!
Maggie Kearney - Membership Secretary

Catallna Flying Boat & 2 seater Spitfire at Duxford
John Twydle
More info about the Spitfire is at https://www.aircraftrestorationcompany.com/spitfire-pt462
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SOME IMPORTANT GROUP INFORMATION
It’s all happening!.......

Proposed New Groups

Exploring World Faiths
Are you interested in understanding more about religion and world views? If so, you might
like to join a proposed new group ‘Exploring World Faiths’. The group will of course be open
to u3a members of all faiths and none. It will seek to nurture dialogue and understanding,
and its programme may include visits to local places of worship and other community
centres.
You may have read in Third Age Matters that groups on ‘Exploring World Faiths’ are
becoming more common across u3as, led by initial successes in Birmingham. The u3a
national website has more on this: the subject advice section there includes a page on
‘Exploring World Faiths’.
We are very fortunate that here in Maidenhead we have long-standing interfaith
collaborations and dialogues through the Windsor and Maidenhead Community Forum
(WAMCF). Many u3a members may already attend the WAMCF dialogues which take place
every year, in places of worship across the town. These dialogues, which are open to all,
have been held in Anglican, Catholic and Methodist churches, in the synagogue and the
mosque, in the gurdwara and in the Buddhist SGI hall, as well as at a venue provided by the
local Humanists.
So, it could that there is no need for a u3a ‘Exploring World Faiths’ group as we already have
WAMCF. But perhaps there is also interest to pursue an exploration of religion and world
views within the context of a u3a group.
If you would be interested in principle in joining an ‘Exploring World Faiths’ group, please
contact me, ideally by email please: michael.gammage@outlook.com. If there seems to be
a viable number of members interested, I will convene a first meeting when we can discuss
what might be the programme for the group.
Thank you.
Mike Gammage
(01628 637801)
FUN WITH THE UKELELE
We have had some enquiries about the formation of a Maidenhead u3a Ukulele
group. If anyone else is interesting in leading or becoming a member of this potential
new group, please contact Groups Coordinator Kathy Bell (contact details at the end of
this newsletter).

Creative Cards
Eileen Rogers, who runs the Creative cards group, is planning to start a second group to
meet on 1st or 3rd Friday (or both Fridays) of the month from 10.00 to 12.00 If you
are interested, please contact her on 01628 639656 or speak to her at her craft table at
the September monthly meeting.
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Existing groups.....
Aviation group
Following almost 18 months away from our home at West London Aero Club, we are
finally back at 14.30 on 9 September. The Clubhouse has been completely refurbished
and we will be giving a debut to our new, spacious meeting room. No presentation this
month, but members (and potential members) are invited to attend, and discuss the
activities of the group for the future. All suggestions gratefully received. Small charge
of £2 per head to pay for the room.
JAZZ APPRECIATION SWINGS BACK
You don't need to be an expert - you simply need to like and enjoy the music. We won't
be asking ourselves "what is Jazz?" because Jazz comes in many forms and our Jazz
Appreciation group will endeavour to cover more than just the broad spectrum that is
JAZZ, beyond but including Traditional and Free Jazz.
Music is always evolving, so we will be looking at how a different format and content.
will appeal to not just existing members but to a wider mix of Jazz enthusiasts.
Looking back over the past years,the format of our meetings have remained unchanged.
We have all slumbered for the past 18 months or so, but I believe 2021/22 will give us
the opportunity to review our sessions.
Taking back the reins, so to speak, as your Convenor I would like to kick-off our first
group meeting by sharing thoughts / views/ ideas on what types of music you would
enjoy most. Perhaps also look more closely at the "appreciation" aspect - check out the
actual definition of appreciation - interesting. I would suggest we need "entertaining"
and I sincerely hope you agree.
Remember - you will be involved with the content for our sessions. If you don't have the
technical kit - no problem. Where there's a will there's a way.
Any day in the afternoon during w/c 11th October could be viable to meet at my home.
However, numbers would be restricted to 10. May I suggest that an existing or new
member step up to the plate to host, should the number exceed 10.
Please let me know if that could be you?
So, if you're looking for a-couple-of-hours-monthly-musical-group with a difference then please contact me by email or text giving your u3a Membership Number / address
/ contact details. Please phone ONLY if you can’t text or email; just say "YES PLEASE".
I will be delighted to respond to interested parties via email advising date/ time and
venue for our initial meeting. Once agreed, date/ time and venue details will appear
regularly in our monthly Newsletter calendar.
"AND THAT'S JAZZ"
Kath Evans (Convenor)
kmvans4012@gmail.com
Mob: 07743 572146
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CRAFT GROUP
The convenor of this group is leaving the area and we thank her for running this group
so successfully. Anyone, including former members, interested in joining a reformed
Craft Group and anyone prepared to act as convenor, or joint convenor, please contact
Groups Coordinator, Kathy Bell.

Singing for Pleasure
Brian Commins (convenor) writes: We are not contemplating restarting the Singing for
Pleasure this year, but if the Covid situation improves dramatically after the forthcoming
winter, we would consider the possibility of recommencing (possibly on a restricted
basis) if there was sufficient interest.

_________________________________________________________________________
September Quiz

Compiled by Ann Hay

(Answers at end of the newsletter)

1. What is the difference between a dolman and a dolmen?

2. Why was the film Tess of the Durbervilles filmed in Normandy rather than Dorset?
3. What word links a mobile toy, an activity, a bird.?

4. Bronze Age female skulls frequently show small grooves on the cutting edge of incisor teeth.
Why should this be?.
5. Another anomaly with many early female skeletons is distortion of the toe-joints. Suggested
reason?
6. What did gremlins throw into the works?

7. Who used to say “Can I do you now, sir..?

8. What is / was the popular name for the Merchant Navy flag?
9. What is the name of the girl loved by Quasimodo?

10. What links the play The Ghost Train and Dad’s Army?

11. If a piece of porcelain has two crossed swords on the base, where was it made?
12. What was the main ingredient in Elizabethan face paint?
13. What links Ice, Action, Diesel, A-rab, Velma, Graziella?
14. What is the more usual name for the Jolly Roger?

15. What sight affected Aunt Ada Doom for the rest of her life?
16. Why was the raglan sleeve invented?
17. Why might you need a zarf?

18. Who might use a niddy-noddy?

19. What was the surname of the Mouseman?
20. What is the name of the only lake in Scotland?

_________________________________________________________________________
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Sent in by Kath Evans

John Twydle
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Group information below is accurate as at 24 August 2021. More details are available on our website but make sure you have registered as a user first.
If you wish to join a group please ring the convenor, even if it is known to be full. You can always be entered on a waiting list.

September Programme
ACTIVITY

DAY(s) in MONTH,
TIME
rd

CONTACT

TELEPHONE

Ancient Literature

3 Thurs

14.30

Mick Stringer

07836 211314

Art Untutored

1st & 3rd
Tues

14.00

Philip Neville

01628 674097

Aviation

2nd Thurs

14.30

01628 672873

Book Reading 1

3rd Wed

14.00

Bill Teasdale
Pauline
Sparkes

Bridge C

Every
Thurs

14.00

Frances Foster

07548 306782

Bridge E
Bridge F - Beginners
Bridge on Sunday

Every Mon
Every Wed
Every Sun

13.30
9.30
14.30

01753 642490

Carpet Bowls

Every Mon

14.00

Mal Geary
07973 193439
Susanna Jones 07583 447789
Contact Susanna for more
information about any of these
groups on
susannavj@hotmail.com
George Bourne 07792 570353

Classical Music

2nd Mon

14.15

John Noakes

01628 637399

10.00

Eileen Rogers

Online Bridge

Creative Cards
Cribbage

2nd & 4th
Frid
2nd & 4th
Thurs

15.00

Current Affairs

Ad hoc

TBC

Family History

3rd Tues

14.30

French Improvers

2nd Wed

10.30

French 2

2nd & 4th
Wed

10.00
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Nigel
Furneaux
Malcolm
Stebles
John Noakes
Evelyne
Withey
Margaret
Scharff

NOTES

V/W

Meets on Zoom on 16th September. Members will start reading Sophocles’
Antigone, a powerful play about conflicting loyalties & intergenerational
strife.
Peter Neville is the new convenor for the group which will meet at St
Joseph’s Church Hall, Cookham Road, Maidenhead SL6 8AT. The first
meeting will be on 7th September. (Note revised days)
See information on page 4.
15th September meeting at Eunice’s house; please tell her if you are
unable to attend. Book: ‘The Last Runaway’ by Tracy Chevalier
This Bridge group has been meeting 1 table per host for the past few
weeks but we all look forward to all meeting together when the situation
permits.
Please contact Mal for information.
Beginners’ & Sunday Bridge - meet at Susanna’s house; separate rooms for
each table. Regular and occasional players welcome.
Via Bridge Base Online (free) website. Games can be arranged when
members want to play.

V
V
W

V

Fifield Memorial Hall. Fifiel. There are vacancies in this group.
The group is low on numbers at present so if anyone would like to join it,
please contact John for details.

V

01628 639656

See page 3 for details of a possible new group.

W

01628 635488

Meet at Shire Horse pub.

01628 630699

The group has started to hold ad hoc garden meetings.

V

01628 637399

We have spaces for 1 or 2 new members. Contact John for information.

V

01628 627603

Meetings continue on Zoom.

01628 666218

Reconvenes on 8th September.
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V

W

ACTIVITY

DAY(s) in MONTH,
TIME

CONTACT

TELEPHONE

NOTES

Garden Visits

4th Wed

12.00

Maura
McGinley

01628 629088

Note revised time. Venue TBC.

10.00

Rhona Latham

01628 638740

Group has finally met in a member’s garden; it reconvenes properly in
September when it hopes to resumes its normal activities.

14.30

Vreny Breadon

07900 831041

Meetings will continue fortnightly.

Chris Sayers
Kath Evans

01628 620647
07743 572146

Mick Stringer

07836 211314

Janet Rose

01628 624709
01628 671766
/ 07740
853952

The group will restart ASAP.
See Kath’s introduction on page 4.
Meets on Zoom 6th & 27th September.The group will continue to explore
Catiline’s insurrection, Catullus’ enigmatic Trojan poem and Nero’s
treatment of his mother.
Please contact Janet for information about this group’s plans.

German Advanced
German
Conversation
History
Jazz Appreciation
Latin

2nd & 4th
Frid
Every
other Wed

2nd & 4th
Mon

10.30

London Explorers
Lunch Group

MOTO (Members on
their own)

1st & 3rd
Wed
Mainly
Sundays

Nature Amble

3rd Frid

Photography for
Beginners

2nd Wed

Mah Jong

Play Reading 1
Play Reading 2
Poetry & Prose
(ex Poetry 1)

Linda
Rahmatalla

4th Thur

1st & 3rd
Thurs
2nd Frid
3rd Tues

1.30

11.00
14.00
14.00
14.00

Jill Waites

01628 628993

Jean Gale

01628 825107

Jill Waites

01628 628993

Jenny
Leverett

07838 173655

Barrie
Williams
Janet Rose
Barrie
Williams

V/W

Lunch this month is on 23rd September @ 12.45 p.m. Venue TBA. Please
email Linda in advance on freelin@talktalk.net if you plan to attend.
Please contact Jill for details.
The group has met for lunch in July & August. Contact Jean at
jeaniegale@hotmail.com for details of September’s Sunday lunch.
There will be NO amble in September as Jill is unable to lead it. The next
amble is on 22nd October - this will be the last amble of the year & a lunch
is planned afterwards. All details will be in the October newsletter.
Please contact Jill for more info.
Meet on 8th September at Jenny’s house when topic will be ‘Macro
photography’. No specialist equipment is needed to learn basic concepts.
Bring along your ‘Best of Summer’ photos.

01189 349525

Restarts on 2nd September at Barrie’s house.

01628 624709

Please contact Janet for information about the next meeting.
Restarts on 13th September at Barrie’s house with a general theme of
‘(New) Beginnings, Hope & Happiness’.

01189 349525

cont...........
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V

W
V

ACTIVITY

Poetry 2

DAY(s) in MONTH,
TIME
14.30
1st Tues
(in
person)

CONTACT

TELEPHONE

NOTES

V/W

Michael
Gammage

01628 637801

The group reads & discusses all sorts of poetry. New members are
welcome; anyone interested is welcome to join for 1 or 2 sessions to find
out if they like it.

Barrie
Williams

01189 349525

Theme for meeting on 21st September is Country Music.

Jean Myhill

01189 034769

Meet at the Shire Horse pub, 6th September. Phone Jean if you plan to go.
New members welcome.

Kath Evans

07743 572146

3rd Tues

10.30
(Zoom)

Popular Music

3rd Thurs

TBC

Quiz

1st Mon

Rummikub

1st & 3rd
Fri

19.15
for
19.30
10.30 to
12.30

Science

3rd Thurs

14.30

John Twydle

01628 621644

Scrabble
Spanish
Conversation
Spanish for
Holidaymakers 1
Spanish for
Holidaymakers 2

Last Mon
2nd & 4th
Mon
1st & 3rd
Tues
2nd & 4th
Tues
2nd & 4th
Tues
1st & 3rd
Mon
1st & 3rd
Wed

14.15

Hilary Brodie
Barrie
Williams

01628 522331

Meet at the Shire Horse pub. Contact Kath on kmevans4012@gmail.com to
confirm attendance. New members welcome.
16th September. Introduction to ‘Artificial intelligence’ by Chris Moss. In
person meeting @ Jacqueline & Mike Turner’s home: Larkspur House, Mill
Lane, Taplow SL6 0AG. Please arrive at 14.15 for 14.30 start.
27th September - meet at Hilary’s house. The group has 2 vacancies.

01189 349525

Meetings start on 13th September.

07752 660537

The group is taking a break until 21st September, when we hope to meet
in person.
The group is taking a break until 28th September, when we hope to meet
in person.

Spanish Improvers 1
Spanish Improvers 2
Spanish Improvers 3
Theatre Visits

10.00
10.00

Kathy Bell
10.00

September meetings are on 14th & 28th September.

10.00
10.00

Barrie
Williams

01189 349525

Face to face meetings start on 6th September at Barrie’s house.

01628 630023

Note new day in the week. The group has reformed & meets at Sarah
Mawhinney’s home (T: 01628 781057).
Contact for Mo for information about possible visits.

10.00
Mo Wright

cont.....
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V
V
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ACTIVITY

DAY(s) in MONTH,
TIME

CONTACT

TELEPHONE

Thurs
9th Sep

10.00

Sheila White
01628 531989

Meet at 10.00 for 10.15 start at Gossmore Recreation Ground Car Park, Marlow SL7 1QF. This is
possibly only free car park in Marlow! 4½ mile walk on the level - along Thames Path to Higginson
Park, past skateboard park on to minor roads & footpaths returning along the river. Lunch (if
wanted) at The George & Dragon. Mobile on the day: 07535 623281.

Wed
15th Sept

11.00

Mike Taylor
01628 625915

Something a bit different with a short walk starting in Theale. Meet at The Fox & Hounds pub,
Hosehill Lake, Theale RG7 4BE at 11.00 for 11.15 departure. As this is some distance from
Maidenhead, it makes sense to car share. Contact John Twydle if you need transport.

Tues
21st Sept

10.00

Keith
Ponchaud
07494 705977

Meet at Golden Ball pub, Golden Ball Lane SL6 6NW at 10.00 for 10.15 departure. Flat 3½ mile
walk, visiting WW2 bomber crash site. Lunch at Golden Ball pub if wanted.

Walks x3
John Twydle
01628 621644
/ 07786 854920
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Submissions to Newsletter
If you wish to send me photos, please
ensure that they are no more than 500kB
each.
Also, please do not email me .pdf files for
the newsletter as my open source software
to insert these files without considerable
additional effort. Acceptable formats are
are: .docx, .doc, .jpeg & .xls or .xlsx.
Please email/send me comments or
anything that you would like me to consider
for the next newsletter NO LATER THAN
22nd September.
Thank you.
Pat Laković
(newsletter@maidenheadu3a.org.uk; 01628
782038 / 07789 482632)
P.S. Richard Feynman was a famous physicist

______________________________________________________________________

Thames Valley Network
South East Region

SEPTEMBER events

Oceans Circulation in a Changing Climate
Wednesday, 8th September at 10.30 via Zoom

A free talk by Dr. Simon Boxall
Closing date for applications: 3rd September

September Quiz
Friday, 10th September at 14.30
A new quiz for TVN members. Quizmaster Avis Furness. Participants will be randomly
divided into teams.
This event is FoC.
Closing date for applications: 7th September

Wildlife around the world
A talk by Tom Way

American Presidents (part 2)
A talk by Mark Lovett

13th September

Cost is £1 per device

24th September

This event is FoC.

Booking details etc. can be found at http://u3atvnetwork.org.uk/?page_id=44
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National News
There are many online events, learning activities and ideas listed at
https://www.u3a.org.uk/ LOTS of workshops and events are available BUT you need
to keep an eye on when they are posted as you need to book very quickly to
guarantee a place.
_____________________________________________________________________
Committee Members & other u3a links
Chairman

John Twydle

chairman@maidenheadu3a.org.uk

01628 621644

Treasurer

Linda Main

treasurer@maidenheadu3a.org.uk

07962 255743

Secretary

Janet Rose

secretary@maidenheadu3a.org.uk

01628 624709

Membership Secretary

Maggie Kearney

membership@maidenheadu3a.org.uk

01628 637160

Groups Coordinator

Kathy Bell

groups@maidenheadu3a.org.uk

07752 660537

Speakers Organiser

Philip Ratcliffe

speakers@maidenheadu3a.org.uk

01628 671220

Newsletter

Pat Laković

newsletter@maidenheadu3a.org.uk

01628 782038

Publicity

Vacant

Website Editor

Nigel Roper

web@maidenheadu3a.org.uk

01628 636893

Websites & Social Media
Maidenhead u3a

www.maidenheadu3a.org.uk

Twitter

twitter.com/Maidenheadu3a

Thames Valley Network

www.u3atvnetwork.org.uk

Third Age Trust

www.u3a.org.uk

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Answers to Quiz
1.

A dolman is a style of sleeve cut in one
piece with the body of the garment. A
dolmen is a prehistoric monument looking
a bit like a three-legged table.
2. The director Roman Polanski was banned
from Britain.
3. Hobby.
4. From biting off threads while sewing.
5. Kneeling to work the querns while grinding
corn, having toes tucked under is less
uncomfortable.
6. A spanner.
7. Mrs Mopp, in ItMA
8. The Red Duster.
9. Esmeralda.
10. Arthur Ridley wrote the former and played
Private Godfrey in the latter.
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11. Meissen.
12. White lead paste.
13. All members of the Jets gang in West Side
Story.
14. The skull and crossbones.
15. She saw something nasty in the woodshed.
16. Lord Raglan, hero of the Crimean War, had
his broken shoulder set rigid, so he could
not wear a normal jacket, and his tailor
designed one that was easier to put on.
17. To avoid burning your fingers. It is a filigree
sleeve, usually silver, with a handle,
to slide on to porcelain handle-less coffee
cups, (excellent Scrabble word!).
18. A hand spinner - it is a device for winding
the wool on to.
19. Thompson (Robert)
20. Lake Menteith (all the rest are lochs)
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